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STRATEGIC GOALS

A recently concluded 18-month long strategic planning and discernment 
process provided an opportunity for us to hear God’s call for both the near 
and long-term future.  As part of this process it became evident that in 
order for Camp Whitman to continue its important ministry into the 
future, there will need to be critical improvements made to the property 
and facilities.  A capital improvement project scope has been identified 
with a few primary goals: 

To improve the hospitality and accessibility that we offer our guests 
with varying abilities.
To increase our capacity to serve adult and family groups in 
comfortable accommodations.
To  provide enhanced program and lodging experiences for our 
summer campers - with a focus on adding more nature and earth care 
programs, improving our beautiful waterfront, and adding depth to our 
faith development programs. 

Capital Campaign Goal: $500,000. 



A Comfortable & Rejuvenative Stay

From the moment a guest approaches Camp Whitman to the moment they 
depart, we hope it is a welcoming visit.  Our capital improvements aim for 
this experience with: 

A Welcoming Experience for All

Five fully renovated guest cottages with all new bathrooms, 
kitchenettes, pine paneling, and new beds.
Improved camper villages with new roofs on all cabins, all new 
mattresses, and decking between cabins.
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Replacing and improving signage on Route 14 and into camp.
All-new directional signage and maps for within camp.
An improved Main Lodge - with new exterior paint, a new roof, and 
new epoxy flooring throughout.
All-new dining room tables and comfortable cushioned chairs.
Upgraded kitchen equipment, storage, and work space.
Landscaping, fencing, and benches throughout camp.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

New & Enhanced Programs

Organic garden program & outdoor cooking pavilion.
Expanded waterfront with a new pontoon boat. 
Improved arts & crafts building
Chapel Building created to be a sacred space for meditation and reflection.



PLANT A SEED OF CHANGE

Donate Online

Make a Gift of Stock

Checks may be written out to: 
Give by Check

Presbytery of Geneva 
add: "Camp Whitman Capital Campaign" in the memo line 

Mailing Address:
2472 Route 54A 

Penn Yan, NY 14527

www.CampWhitman.org/Donate

Visit: www.PresbyterianFoundation.org/make-a-contribution/
Designate the gift to Presbytery of Geneva and add: 

"Camp Whitman Capital Campaign" in the notes.

Questions?

Call Lea Kone at (315) 536-7753, ext 4 or email at Director@CampWhitman.org
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A $250,000 Matching Challenge 

An anonymous friend of Camp Whitman has pledged a $250,000 matching 
gift toward our capital improvements. This is a tremendous gift to Camp 
Whitman and a wonderful opportunity to double the effect of your gift. 
Please join us in planting the seeds for Camp Whitman's future.



65 Years of Camp Whitman

OUR DIRECTOR 
A Note From
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In June 1954, Camp Marcus Whitman opened for its 

inaugural season on the beautiful shores of Seneca Lake. 

The programs and facilities we now know of as Camp 

Whitman on Seneca Lake were born of tremendous love, 

spirit, dedication, and much physical work of many 

pastors and parishioners in the then named Presbytery of 

Geneva-Lyons.  Following the closing of their own Hillside, 

In the 65 years that have passed, the world, our church, and our campers have changed 

dramatically - yet Camp Whitman looks and feels very much the same. Whether it is the sound 

of waves lapping at the shore, the glitter of fire-flies in the meadow, the smell of a campfire or 

the overwhelming feeling of being in a "thin place" - camp in its truest form is everlasting.   

The Celtic-Christian term, "thin place" refers to a 

place where the physical world seems so close to 

the spiritual world that the veil is so thin that one 

feels as though they can touch the divine.  When I 

heard of thin places, I immediately thought of 

Camp Whitman, where I first felt the profound, 

inexplicable presence of the Holy Spirit.  

My transformative spiritual experiences at Camp Whitman helped shape my sense that whether 

I am in a place with a steeple and a pulpit, a place with a sweeping vista, or in a place of despair - 

I know that I am never truly alone; God is always with me. 

Plant a Seed of Change by donating today at  

Center the Presbytery of Genesee Valley became an active partner in Camp Whitman, 

providing financial support, campers, and staff members for Camp Whitman.   
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Lea Kone

Today loneliness is becoming epidemic.  Although we 

are connected more than ever through technology, 

authentic human-to-human connections are a rarity, 

and anxiety in our young people is growing.  We believe 

that a camp or retreat experience - unplugged from 

technology and plugged back into nature, one another 

and with God - is not just necessary but imperative.  

 

Our Seeds of Change Campaign will help allow Camp 

Whitman to provide transformative experiences to 

more people each year, including more family and adult 

programs.  It will help us to better serve our campers 

with Developmental Disabilities, and provide better 

care, hospitality and service to all those who we 

welcome.  We invite you to join us as we plant the seeds 

for a love-filled, connected, and joyous world. 

Camp Whitman Camper & Counselor 1987-1998; Camp Director 2015 to present. 


